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the south west edge is an adventure that will fill your lungs, leave you 
in awe, and breathing more deeply. It feeds your soul with discovery and 
wonderment; every turn giving you a new experience to linger and absorb.

Discover a journey 
into the heartland of 
an undisturbed and 
uncrowded Australia 
- a road trip that will 
change you forever. 

FIND US

www.thesouthwestedge.com.au

 
Use these social media handles 
and hashtags en route.  

FB: @TheSouthWestEdge

 
IG: @thesouthwestedge 
  #thesouthwestedge 
 #TheEdge 
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GETTING HERE

Flights arrive into Perth from all 
Australian capital cities.

Direct international flights to 
Perth arrive from the UK, South 
Africa, New Zealand, China, the 
Middle East, Japan and South 
East Asia. Rental car options are 
readily available from Perth and 
larger towns along The Edge with 
public transport, tours, flights and 
cruises also available.

WHEN TO VISIT

The South West Edge is a year-
round destination with four 
seasons. 

Summer (December-February) 
offers ideal beach weather with a 
maximum temperature of around 
32 degrees Celsius; and winters 
(June-August) are pleasantly 
cool and mild with an average of 
around 14 degrees Celsius. 

which season is best for 
you?

Summer is best for:

• Exploring the coastline, from 
sandy beaches to rugged sea 
cliffs.

Autumn is best for:

• Charming golden hues and 
moody mist-covered landscapes.

• Adventure outdoors - mild days 

are great for mountain biking or 
hiking, and the mellow winds 
and swell make for prime surf 
conditions.

Winter is best for:

• Spotting migrating humpback 
whales. You can spot whales from 
winter through to spring, at any 
high vantage point, or go on a 
whale watching tour. 

• Taking time out with loved ones 
– there’s hearty comfort food, 
campfires, good red wine and 
plenty of cosy accommodation.

Spring is best for:

• Spotting a beautiful array of 
wildflowers, many endemic to 
The South West Edge.

• Bushwalking - the weather is 
mild and wildflowers add another 
dimension to trails.

Visit bom.gov.au for more. 

DAY 1  
ROTTNEST ISLAND TO 
FREMANTLE

25km + ferry ride

On day one, jump on a ferry 
ride from Fremantle to the 
picturesque Rottnest Island. 
Here you can hire a bike and 
explore the many beaches that 
are perfect for snorkelling, plus 
Mermaid Pools and blowholes. 
Meet friendly quokkas and enjoy 
the Thompson Bay Settlement or 
hop on a Rottnest seafood tour 
to experience fresh delicacies 
before catching the ferry back 
to the mainland. Overnight in 
the historic town of Fremantle, 
which has a vibrant arts scene 
and plenty of boutique shops for 
some retail therapy.

DAY 2

FREMANTLE TO BUNBURY

190km

Enjoy the gourmet café culture 
of Fremantle for breakfast and 
browse local boutiques for 
unique or vintage finds. Then 
jump in your hire car and head 
to Bunbury via the rolling hills of 
the Ferguson Valley. Spend the 
morning wine tasting, exploring 
or mountain biking in Wellington 
Forest National Park and stop by 
Black Diamond Lake near Collie 
for a view of turquoise waters. 
Roll into Bunbury, where you 
can purchase fresh local produce 
from farmers markets, meet 
native animals at a wildlife park, 
shop the boutiques and spend 
the evening immersed in the 
nightlife at one of the many bars 
and restaurants. 

DAY 3 
BUNBURY TO YALLINGUP

95km

Interact with wild dolphins at 
Koombana Bay this morning 
before departing for the 
Margaret River region, beginning 
at Busselton and Dunsborough. 
Swing amongst the trees on 
a high ropes course or dive 
below the Busselton Jetty for a 
view of colourful sealife. From 
winter through spring, spot 
whales as they migrate along 
the coast. Indulge in gourmet 
food at beachfront dining before 
continuing to Yallingup, and 
incredible coastal spots like Canal 
Rocks and Injidup Natural Spa. 
Feeling adventurous? Hike the 
Cape to Cape Track between 
the lighthouses, or connect with 
the world’s oldest living culture 
through an Aboriginal experience.

the south west edge drive route

the edge is an epic road trip around the south western edge of western 
australia through wine regions, towering forests and along marine life-rich 
coast, before returning to perth across the outback. 

it can be done in just 12 days and traverses 1200km from perth to esperance, 
returning via kalgoorlie or hyden (wave rock). 

about the edge
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DAY 4  
YALLINGUP TO MARGARET 
RIVER 

40km 

Famous for its premium wines 
and world-class surf, Margaret 
River is also home to plenty of 
restaurants, wineries, breweries 
and distilleries for foodies to 
enjoy. Visit cellar doors and meet 
the makers on guided tours 
with nature-meets gourmet 
experiences. Adventure seekers 
can ride the waves, go rock 
climbing or abseiling, or take 
a kayak or canoe along the 
Margaret River. Savour the 
natural surroundings with plenty 
of underground caves and the 
stunning Boranup Forest and 
meet stingrays at Hamelin Bay.

DAY 5 
MARGARET RIVER TO 
PEMBERTON

165km

On day five, drive to Pemberton 
through Nannup and Manjimup; 
home to the Périgord truffle. 
Search for this black gold in 
winter, and feast on other local 
delights such as marron, trout 
and chestnuts on your way. 
Need to stretch your legs? Ride 
one of the many mountain bike 
trails or tackle the Munda Biddi, 
hike the Bibbulmun Track and 
admire Beedelup Falls. Test your 
fear of heights at the 58m-tall 
Gloucester Tree, once a fire-
lookout, and climb the makeshift 
ladder to the top. 

day 6 pemberton to 
denmark

195km

Take a four-wheel drive tour of 
the world’s largest moving sand 
dune system, Yeagarup Dunes, 
before you head to Denmark via 
Northcliffe and Walpole. Enjoy 
views at Mount Chudalup, join 
a Walpole inlet eco-cruise and 
walk among the tops of tingle 
trees at Valley of the Giants 
Tree Top Walk. Then, it’s on to 
Greens Pool and Elephant Rocks 
- framed by huge boulders which 
act as a protective shore break 
for the peppermint tinged waters, 
this sanctuary is perfect for 
snorkelling.

DAY 9

HOPETOUN TO ESPERANCE

185km

With unique wildflowers and 
fauna in Fitzgerald River National 
Park, not to mention the dramatic 
coastal views, you’ll want to 
visit here before Hopetoun. 
Next, head to Esperance and sip 
on refreshments at Lucky Bay 
Brewing, sample local olive oil 
and take in the town museums 
and craft shops. Keep the 
adventure rolling by exploring the 
numerous lagoons and beaches 
along the breathtaking 40km loop 
of the Great Ocean Drive before 
watching a sunset at twilight.

DAY 10 

ESPERANCE 

 The nearby Lucky Bay in Cape 
Le Grand National Park lives up 
to its name in plenty of ways 
– translucent water and sand 
like icing sugar, not to mention 
sunbaking kangaroos! Explore 
other stunning beaches around 
Esperance via coastal walk 
trails or for a bird’s eye view, 
take a scenic flight to witness 
the striking juxtaposition of 
bubblegum pink Lake Hillier on 
Middle Island against the blue 
ocean.

DAY 11 & 12

ESPERANCE TO PERTH

Via Hyden: 715km 
Via Kalgoorlie: 985km

Return to Perth via Hyden or 
Kalgoorlie over the next two 
days – the choice is yours! If you 
travel through Hyden, be sure 
to visit the impressive Wave 
Rock on your way. Thought to 
have formed some 130 million 
years ago, Wave Rock is entirely 
natural and measures about 
15metre (roughly three storeys) 
in height. It’s the perfect end to 
your Instagram highlights reel. 
If you travel back to Perth via 
Kalgoorlie, immerse yourself in 
living gold history, quirky outback 
pubs and be stunned by the scale 
of the Superpit gold mine.

DAY 7 
DENMARK TO ALBANY

55km

Next stop: Albany, where you’ll 
find farmers markets, fresh 
oysters and marron galore, 
and some of the most pristine 
beaches this side of the equator. 
Go paragliding at Shelley Beach, 
or wreck diving in King George 
Sound. Visit the striking coast at 
The Gap and Natural Bridge and 
historical attractions at Discovery 
Bay. Ready to take a safari, South 
West style? Spend an extra day 
between January and April to join 
the Bremer Bay orca tour, chasing 
the largest-known group of orcas 
in the Southern Hemisphere. 

DAY 8 
albany to hopetoun

360km

Start off early today and drive 
inland where it’s another world 
entirely. Hike the trails in 
Porongurup National Park and 
climb to the top of the Granite 
Skywalk for spectacular views 
across the jarrah, marri and karri 
forest, and undulating farmland 
to Albany. Reward yourself with 
lunch at one of the boutique 
Porongurup wineries. Search 
for wildflowers in spring and 
climb one of Western Australia’s 
highest peaks, Bluff Knoll for 
sweeping views of the Stirling 
Range National Park. 

THE SOUTH WEST EDGE can be done in just 12 days and 
traverses through the tourism regions of Destination Perth, 
Australia’s South West and Australia’s Golden Outback.

 

IT’S A ROAD TRIP feeds your soul with discovery and 
wonderment; every turn giving you a new experience.
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REST UP! 

Take a break from driving every 2 
hours to stay alert.

Driving tired is one of the main causes 
of accidents on our roads and we want 
you to arrive safely at your destination. 
Plan your trip to incorporate regular 
stops. 

safe driving

There are plenty of opportunities to 
get off-road if you want to but the 
main route of The South West Edge 
is suitable for 2WD and takes sealed 
roads.

However, if you’re not used to country 
driving conditions or travelling longer 
distances, consider adding additional 
overnight stops to your journey and 
enjoy a leisurely pace. Drive times are 
indicative only – drive according to 
your capabilities, road and weather 
conditions and avoid driving at dawn 
and dusk, when wildlife is more active 
on roads.

MOBILE COVERAGE

There are areas en route were mobile 
reception may be limited.

Ensure you have adequate maps and 
have planned your route.

STAY SUN SMART

Protect yourself with loose clothing, 
sunscreen and a hat.

Especially during summer and between 
10am-3pm when the sun is at its 
strongest. 

stock up

Most of The Edge offers an abundance 
of cafes, petrol stations and 
supermarkets along the way. 

There are certain areas though, 
particularly on the return journey to 
Perth, where the it can be a good idea 
to plan your fuel stops between regional 
towns. Most shops open between 9am-
5pm, however smaller towns may have 
shorter opening hours and be closed on 
weekends and public holidays. Always 
travel with plenty of water. 

international drivers

Visitors to Western Australia may drive 
on a valid overseas drivers license for 
the same class of vehicle. 

Vehicles travel on the left-hand side 
of the road and wearing seatbelts is 
compulsory for all passengers.

DRONES

The Edge has some beautiful landscapes that are absolutely stunning 
from above. If you plan on capturing our incredible sights with a 
drone, please check the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions (DBCA) and the Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) 
websites before use. When flying drones/remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) 
devices, you must comply with all legislative and regulatory requirements 
of CASA, or face penalties. The use of RPA in national parks and within 
the vicinity of marine fauna is regulated by DBCA. Follow the five rules 
for flying RPA in WA’s national parks at dpaw.wa.gov.au. Check drone 
registration requirements at casa.gov.au/drones.

Free yourself with this epic 
South Western Australia 
road trip that will take 
you through wine regions, 
towering forests and along 
marine life-rich coast before 
heading across the outback. 

A road trip that will fill your lungs, 
leave you in awe, and have you 
breathing more deeply. Lucky Bay, Esperance Fitzgerald River National Park

ROAD TRIP TIPS
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SPECTACULAR 

SIGHTS & 

SCENES

nature’s 
playground

CLICK HERE TO VIEW AND DOWNLOAD THE FULL IMAGE 
LIBRARY FOR THE SOUTH WEST EDGE

Injidup Natural Spa, Yallingup

Surfing, Margaret River

THE EDGE 
IMAGE LIBRARY

CULTURE & 
CHARACTERS

FORAGE, 

FEAST & INDULGE 

Dining in DenmarkDining in Denmark

Fremantle MarketsFremantle Markets

MEET AUSTRALIA’S MOST INSTAGRAMMABLE ROAD TRIP
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Enquiries about The South West Edge 
can be directed to: 

Australia’s South West CEO 
Catrin Allsop

E: ceo@australiassouthwest.com

P: +61 8 9791 9197

Australia’s Golden Outback CEO 
Marcus Falconer

E: ceo@goldenoutback.com

P: +61 8 9325 1511

Destination Perth CEO 
Tracey Cinavas-Prosser

E: ceo@experienceperth.com 
P: +61 8 9321 9120

contact us

www.thesouthwestedge.com.au 
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